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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2021 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: ALEXA DAVIS, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
ROSA PINUELAS, COMMUNITY SERVICES SUPERVISOR 

SUBJECT: PARK AND ACTIVITIES COMMISSION ACTION ITEM: GEORGE F 
CANYON NATURE CENTER - FUTURE FACILITY USE DISCUSSION 

OVERVIEW 

At the September 20, 2021 Park and Activities Commission meeting, the Commission 
discussed additional uses for a new Nature Center, which is provided to the City Council 
for review and discussion and will be used as part of an environmental impact study.  

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 

A final conceptual design of a new George F Canyon Nature Center was approved by the 
City Council along with architect and environmental impact analysis consultant 
agreements at the July 2021 City Council meeting.  An important aspect of the 
environmental analysis is to consider uses of the site.   

The Park and Activities Commission began the discussion of possible uses for a newly 
built Nature Center, outside of its current use under the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy programming in March 2021.  At that time the Commission directed staff to 
conduct further research which was completed and presented to the Commission at their 
regularly scheduled meeting of September 20. 

The Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy (PVPLC) is currently contracted for 
programming and operations are proposed to continue in a new facility with no immediate 
modifications.  PVPLC operates the Nature Center on Fridays from 12 pm – 4 pm, and 
Saturdays and Sundays from 10 am – 4 pm; outside of regular public hours PVPLC hosts 
small private gatherings (such as scout education) and school field trips. Most activities 
draw small groups of people, like family units; however, school field trips can have up to 
70 students (two classrooms with chaperones) transported by bus.  Parking 
occasionally reaches capacity in the Nature Center lot, but is accommodated when 
needed by the additional parking area located at the trailhead on PV Drive East.  

Based upon the input received, the Commission is recommending that a new Nature 
Center consider the following uses: 

• Users:
o Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy under current operating

agreement
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o Available to non-profit youth, civic and service organizations whose general 
objective is community enrichment or betterment and Rolling Hills Estates 
neighborhood associations for neighborhood meetings (similar to City 
Council Chamber rental) 
 i.e., 4-H; Chamber of Commerce; Scouts; HOA meetings; etc. 

o Available for City programming 
 i.e., Recreation classes, City meetings, etc. 

• Conditions: 
o Parking limited to available designated spaces; no parking on residential 

streets; Currently there are 19-20 parking spaces proposed onsite with an 
additional 8-10 spaces on Palos Verdes Drive East at the trailhead to the 
Canyon and on street parking is available, but not formally marked to date 
on Palos Verdes Drive East, adjacent to the Center. 

o Hours restricted to coordinate outside of PVPLC operation hours; no earlier 
than 9 am and no later than 9 pm 

o Capacity be limited for rentals to not exceed a total of 60 individuals from 
the organization renting the space (Nature Center indoor space can 
accommodate up to 60 individuals and outdoor space can accommodate 
up to 64.)  

o Fee structure be set with resident/non-resident rates (more research 
required to recommend actual fees) 

o Deposit would be established and withheld if any conditions are not met 
o No more than one organization may use the space at the same time 
o No Alcohol to start but assess for the future 
o No Amplified music to start but assess the option for indoor in the future 

• Review: 
o The Commission requested that a review be done six months after opening 

under these new uses to determine if any modifications need to be made. 
They asked that staff monitor and track all approved/unapproved requests 
to identify the level of interest and the type of activities/events being 
requested.  This information would be presented to the Commission and 
City Council thereafter.  

PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
The agenda and staff report for this item were posted and noticed as required. There was 
additional outreach to the public by direct e-mail messaging to past public participants. 

RECOMMENDATION  
  
It is recommended that the City Council provide input on possible future facility uses of a 
new Nature Center. This information will be used to assess environmental impacts as part 
of the project planning with staff ultimately returning to the Commission and Council with 
more detailed rental program guidelines and an application process. 
 
Attachment 

A- Park and Activities Commission Staff Report –September 20, 2021 with public comments 
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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 

TO: PARK AND ACTIVITIES COMMISSION 

FROM: ALEXA DAVIS, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
ROSA PINUELAS, COMMUNITY SERVICES SUPERVISOR 

SUBJECT: GEORGE F CANYON NATURE CENTER - FUTURE FACILITY USE 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION 

OVERVIEW 

A final conceptual design of a new George F Canyon Nature Center was approved by the 
City Council along with architect and environmental impact analysis consultant 
agreements at the July 2021 City Council meeting.  The Park and Activities Commission 
began discussion on possible additional uses for a new Nature Center and should 
continue the discussion for a recommendation to the City Council, which will be reviewed 
as part of an environmental impact study.  

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 

In March 2021, the Park and Activities began the discussion of possible uses for a newly 
built Nature Center, outside of its current use under the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy programming.  Commissioners requested that staff return with additional 
information to help better guide the discussion and ultimate recommendation to the City 
Council.  Future facility use discussion will help to determine environmental impacts, such 
as noise, parking needs, etc. which are currently being assessed by the City’s 
environmental consultant, Michael Baker International. 

As the Commission may recall, the City contracts with the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy (PVPLC) for programming at the existing Nature Center and adjacent 
George F Canyon.  Operations at the Nature Center are proposed to continue in a new 
facility with no immediate modifications.  PVPLC operates the Nature Center on Fridays 
from 12 pm – 4 pm, and Saturdays and Sundays from 10 am – 4 pm; outside of regular 
public hours PVPLC hosts small private gatherings (such as scout education) and school 
field trips. Most activities draw small groups of people, like family units; however, school 
field trips can have up to 70 students (two classrooms with chaperones) transported by 
bus.  Parking occasionally reaches capacity in the Nature Center lot, but is 
accommodated when needed by the additional parking area located at the trailhead on 
PV Drive East.  
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The site previously housed a community building which was used for small meetings of 
Rolling Hills Estates neighborhood homeowners associations and non-profit 
organizations, such as 4-H.  

Considering the size of the conceptual design of the Nature Center facility and in an effort 
to minimize wider impacts, the Commission requested additional information be reviewed 
as part of the consideration of future uses: 

• Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce input on their uses of facilities

Staff spoke with the PVP Chamber Executive Director, Eileen Hupp, who explained
that the Chamber rents space frequently for meetings and events larger than 10
participants.  They actively rent space for monthly Board meetings, which includes
20 Board members. They also hold educational workshops, seminars, youth and
leadership programs, and candidate forums with groups ranging between 12 – 60
individuals.  Ms. Hupp explained that there are limited facilities to rent on the
Peninsula and the Chamber would be very interested in utilizing the Nature Center
for some activities if available in the future.

• Existing City facility use (Council Chamber)

The City permits organizations of non-profit youth, civic and service organizations
whose general objective is community enrichment or betterment. Additionally, the
Council Chamber has been made available to Rolling Hills Estates homeowners
association groups for their neighborhood meetings

There are specific parameters and conditions set within the application, guidelines
and rules to manage use as seen attached.

• Existing facility use in surrounding cities

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes rents several of its facilities at three primary park
locations for a variety of uses including classes, meetings, special events,
weddings and receptions for parties of 20 to 150 people.

Other items the Commission requested to be considered: 

• No parking impacts to adjacent neighborhood streets
• No increased traffic in the area
• Limit capacity for facility (not to be equal to building capacity)
• Limit sound impacts – no amplified sound outside
• No alcohol
• Community-oriented activities, not private functions

In review of concerns shared by the public and the Commission as well as staff’s 
research, it is recommended that a new Nature Center facility be used only for small 
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gatherings similar to how the City Council Chamber is rented.  Limiting the number of 
people for a gathering provides a level of control to ensure there are minimal impacts to 
the surrounding community. All activities would be required to go through an approval 
process and have conditions set based upon defined terms established by the City 
through the Park and Activities Commission and City Council, as follows: 

• Users:
o Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy under current operating

agreement
o Available to non-profit youth, civic and service organizations whose general

objective is community enrichment or betterment and Rolling Hills Estates
neighborhood associations for neighborhood meetings.
 i.e., 4-H; Chamber of Commerce; Scouts; HOA meetings; etc.

o Available for City programming
 i.e., Recreation classes, City meetings, etc.

• Conditions:
o No Alcohol
o No Amplified music
o Parking limited to available designated spaces; no parking on residential

streets; Currently there are 19-20 parking spaces proposed onsite with an
additional 8-10 spaces on Palos Verdes Drive East at the trailhead to the
Canyon and on street parking is available, but not formally marked to date
on Palos Verdes Drive East, adjacent to the Center.

o Hours restricted to coordinate outside of PVPLC operation hours; no earlier
than 9 am and no later than 8 pm

o Capacity be limited for rentals to not exceed a total of 60 individuals from
the organization renting the space (Nature Center indoor space can
accommodate up to 60 individuals and outdoor space can accommodate
up to 64.)

o Fee structure set with resident/non-resident rates (more research required
to recommend actual fees)

o Deposit would be established and withheld if any conditions are not met
o No more than one organization may use the space at the same time

FISCAL IMPACT 

No fiscal impact as a result of this item at this time. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

The agenda and staff report for this item were posted and noticed as required. There was 
additional outreach to the public by direct e-mail messaging to past public participants. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Park and Activities Commission provide input and a 
recommendation to the City Council on possible future facility uses of a new Nature 
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Center. Upon the Commission’s and Council’s input, this information will be used to 
assess environmental impacts as part of the project planning with staff ultimately returning 
to the Commission and Council with more detailed rental program guidelines and an 
application process. 

Attachment: 
A- City Council Chamber Facility Use Application
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From: Alexa Davis
To: Van Ingen Pope, Lisa; Lisa Van Ingen Pope; Valerie Ciarolla; Lou Persichina; Jeff Romanelli; Kirk Retz;

judithbainconsulting@gmail.com; Jeff Romanelli
Cc: Greg Grammer; Rosa Pinuelas; Lauren Pettit; David Wahba
Subject: P&A COMMISISON - Public Comments Agenda Item: Nature Center Facility Use
Date: Monday, September 20, 2021 4:12:00 PM
Attachments: Nature Center Staff Report 092021_Comment_ BCarman.pdf

Good afternoon Commissioners,

We have received the below public comments related to Agenda Item: the Nature Center Item No.
6B.

Thank you,
Alexa

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 12:43 PM
To: Rosa Pinuelas <rosap@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Continued Discussion on Future Nature Center Facility Use with Park &Activities
Commission on 9/20/21

Hi Rosa,

I am having difficulties adding a second comment for tonight’s Parks & Activities Commission
meeting.
Can you please add the following to the public comments section , Item 6B?

My comment is based on over 20 years of daily observations of the Nature Center and
PVDN/PVDE intersection.

Precluding private events reduces, but does not eliminate all my concerns with the current
expanded Nature Center usage concept.

The Nature Center parking lot is used for numerous purposes outside of Nature Center visits –
bicyclists, hikers, carpoolers, nearby workers on a break and potentially visitors to the soon to
be developed 'Butcher Park' across the street.

One can easily foresee that few, if any Nature Center event attendees would utilize the remote
trailhead parking area. It is a longish uphill/downhill walk over unimproved surfaces and
requires an awkward/hazardous u-turn on PVDE at either Conestoga Drive or Harbor Sight
Drive for those vehicles exiting the parking area and leaving to the North, East or West.

With 19-20 parking spaces in the current design concept, one can subtract 3-4 for other users
leaving 16 spaces left for Nature Center event parking. So, for additional events outside of its
present use, the lack of adequate parking should limit the number of participants to 20 or so,

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED TO PARK AND ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
MEETING DATE: 9/20/21
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mailto:Lisavip@rollinghillsestatesca.gov
mailto:valeriec@rollinghillsestatesca.gov
mailto:loup@rollinghillsestatesca.gov
mailto:jeffr@rollinghillsestatesca.gov
mailto:kirkr@rollinghillsestatesca.gov
mailto:judithbainconsulting@gmail.com
mailto:jeffr@rollinghillsestatesca.gov
mailto:gregg@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us
mailto:rosap@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us
mailto:laurenp@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us
mailto:davidw@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us
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STAFF REPORT 


DATE: SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 


TO: PARK AND ACTIVITIES COMMISSION 


FROM: ALEXA DAVIS, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
ROSA PINUELAS, COMMUNITY SERVICES SUPERVISOR 


SUBJECT: GEORGE F CANYON NATURE CENTER - FUTURE FACILITY USE 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION 


OVERVIEW 


A final conceptual design of a new George F Canyon Nature Center was approved by the 
City Council along with architect and environmental impact analysis consultant 
agreements at the July 2021 City Council meeting.  The Park and Activities Commission 
began discussion on possible additional uses for a new Nature Center and should 
continue the discussion for a recommendation to the City Council, which will be reviewed 
as part of an environmental impact study.  


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 


In March 2021, the Park and Activities began the discussion of possible uses for a newly 
built Nature Center, outside of its current use under the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy programming.  Commissioners requested that staff return with additional 
information to help better guide the discussion and ultimate recommendation to the City 
Council.  Future facility use discussion will help to determine environmental impacts, such 
as noise, parking needs, etc. which are currently being assessed by the City’s 
environmental consultant, Michael Baker International. 


As the Commission may recall, the City contracts with the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy (PVPLC) for programming at the existing Nature Center and adjacent 
George F Canyon.  Operations at the Nature Center are proposed to continue in a new 
facility with no immediate modifications.  PVPLC operates the Nature Center on Fridays 
from 12 pm – 4 pm, and Saturdays and Sundays from 10 am – 4 pm; outside of regular 
public hours PVPLC hosts small private gatherings (such as scout education) and school 
field trips. Most activities draw small groups of people, like family units; however, school 
field trips can have up to 70 students (two classrooms with chaperones) transported by 
bus.  Parking occasionally reaches capacity in the Nature Center lot, but is 
accommodated when needed by the additional parking area located at the trailhead on 
PV Drive East.  


AGENDA
SEPTEMBER 20, 2021
ITEM NO. 6B
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The site previously housed a community building which was used for small meetings of 
Rolling Hills Estates neighborhood homeowners associations and non-profit 
organizations, such as 4-H.  


Considering the size of the conceptual design of the Nature Center facility and in an effort 
to minimize wider impacts, the Commission requested additional information be reviewed 
as part of the consideration of future uses: 


• Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce input on their uses of facilities


Staff spoke with the PVP Chamber Executive Director, Eileen Hupp, who explained
that the Chamber rents space frequently for meetings and events larger than 10
participants.  They actively rent space for monthly Board meetings, which includes
20 Board members. They also hold educational workshops, seminars, youth and
leadership programs, and candidate forums with groups ranging between 12 – 60
individuals.  Ms. Hupp explained that there are limited facilities to rent on the
Peninsula and the Chamber would be very interested in utilizing the Nature Center
for some activities if available in the future.


• Existing City facility use (Council Chamber)


The City permits organizations of non-profit youth, civic and service organizations
whose general objective is community enrichment or betterment. Additionally, the
Council Chamber has been made available to Rolling Hills Estates homeowners
association groups for their neighborhood meetings


There are specific parameters and conditions set within the application, guidelines
and rules to manage use as seen attached.


• Existing facility use in surrounding cities


The City of Rancho Palos Verdes rents several of its facilities at three primary park
locations for a variety of uses including classes, meetings, special events,
weddings and receptions for parties of 20 to 150 people.


Other items the Commission requested to be considered: 


• No parking impacts to adjacent neighborhood streets
• No increased traffic in the area
• Limit capacity for facility (not to be equal to building capacity)
• Limit sound impacts – no amplified sound outside
• No alcohol
• Community-oriented activities, not private functions


In review of concerns shared by the public and the Commission as well as staff’s 
research, it is recommended that a new Nature Center facility be used only for small 
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gatherings similar to how the City Council Chamber is rented.  Limiting the number of 
people for a gathering provides a level of control to ensure there are minimal impacts to 
the surrounding community. All activities would be required to go through an approval 
process and have conditions set based upon defined terms established by the City 
through the Park and Activities Commission and City Council, as follows: 


• Users:
o Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy under current operating


agreement
o Available to non-profit youth, civic and service organizations whose general


objective is community enrichment or betterment and Rolling Hills Estates
neighborhood associations for neighborhood meetings.
 i.e., 4-H; Chamber of Commerce; Scouts; HOA meetings; etc.


o Available for City programming
 i.e., Recreation classes, City meetings, etc.


• Conditions:
o No Alcohol
o No Amplified music
o Parking limited to available designated spaces; no parking on residential


streets; Currently there are 19-20 parking spaces proposed onsite with an
additional 8-10 spaces on Palos Verdes Drive East at the trailhead to the
Canyon and on street parking is available, but not formally marked to date
on Palos Verdes Drive East, adjacent to the Center.


o Hours restricted to coordinate outside of PVPLC operation hours; no earlier
than 9 am and no later than 8 pm


o Capacity be limited for rentals to not exceed a total of 60 individuals from
the organization renting the space (Nature Center indoor space can
accommodate up to 60 individuals and outdoor space can accommodate
up to 64.)


o Fee structure set with resident/non-resident rates (more research required
to recommend actual fees)


o Deposit would be established and withheld if any conditions are not met
o No more than one organization may use the space at the same time


FISCAL IMPACT 


No fiscal impact as a result of this item at this time. 


PUBLIC OUTREACH 


The agenda and staff report for this item were posted and noticed as required. There was 
additional outreach to the public by direct e-mail messaging to past public participants. 


RECOMMENDATION 


It is recommended that the Park and Activities Commission provide input and a 
recommendation to the City Council on possible future facility uses of a new Nature 
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Center. Upon the Commission’s and Council’s input, this information will be used to 
assess environmental impacts as part of the project planning with staff ultimately returning 
to the Commission and Council with more detailed rental program guidelines and an 
application process. 


Attachment: 
A- City Council Chamber Facility Use Application
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assuming that some event attendees may ride together.

 Regards,

Paul Moilanen

Paul Moilanen submitted a new eComment.
Monday, September 20, 2021 12:05 PM
eComment: The PVDN/PVDE intersection is one of the busiest in the city particularly in the
mornings with a lot of pedestrian traffic including our school children and equestrians. Congestion
usually dissipates around 9AM. Therefore any Nature Center event scheduling should not occur
prior to 10AM to prevent those early arrivals or those personnel setting up the event from adding
to the congestion.

Mary Ann Pascua submitted a new eComment
Sunday, September 19, 2021 8:26 PM
eComment: The facility should not be available for use before 10AM.

Jon Rohrer submitted a new eComment.
Monday, September 20, 2021 6:33 AM
eComment: This plan for the Nature Center Future Use Facility has been poorly conceived.
Setting use limits without knowing the true parking situation and before any meaningful studies
are conducted is not appropriate. The cap for 60 attendees with the predicted 20 or so parking
spots is short-sighted in that assuming 2 people per car this would equate to 30 cars. There really
is no parking option on PVDrive North, and being optimistic about that is not planning, Also, the
hours should be 10am to 7pm.

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 10:14 AM
To: Rosa Pinuelas <rosap@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us>
Subject: Comment by Sally Kinsey on for 9/20 P&A meeting - Discussion on Future Nature Center
Facility Use
 
Under Agenda Item 6B, conditions:  
The conditions include , end time for use of 8:00 pm.  Evening meetings frequently start at 7:30 pm
in other venues, and would reasonably go to 9:00 pm, 8:00 pm seems overly restrictive.

 

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 1:03 PM
To: David Wahba <DavidW@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us>; Alexa Davis <alexad@ci.rolling-hills-
estates.ca.us>
Subject: Nature Center: Comments to Parks/Activities Facility Use Recommendations
 
Dear Council Members and Commissioners,
 
Thank you for your extensive and thoughtful deliberations regarding the future uses of the planned

mailto:rosap@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us


George F Canyon Nature Center.

Site uses.
I am personally in agreement with the notion that public uses should be limited to community
service groups and the objectives of the PVPLC programming. These proposed uses reinforce the
open space zoning intent and our community’s core values by fostering a manageable, limited
impact asset, particularly in light of the site constraints due to parking, intersection congestion, and
proximity to residential neighborhoods.

Application process.
Please note the sample City Hall Council Chamber use application notes a time frame of the activities
ending by 10 p.m. I suggest this should be modified for consistency with the proposed use
timeframe, which proactively ends activity by 8:00 p.m. Further, very few community organizations
maintain insurance, therefore would not comply with the stated rules of use.

Future uses.
Long ago, to pay for the original cost of this small site when purchased from the Metropolitan Water
District (If my memory is correct, approximately $30,000!), this space was rented for retail use long
beyond the original purchase value. It is absolutely wonderful to see this space reimagined for future
community use.

I respectfully request the council dampen any expectations of this facility becoming a revenue
generating resource, i.e., no naming rights, no private or commercial uses, and that the future cost
of development and operations remains an annually budgeted expense.

And as always, thank you for your public service,

Bridget Carman
2225 Carriage Drive
RHE
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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 

TO: PARK AND ACTIVITIES COMMISSION 

FROM: ALEXA DAVIS, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
ROSA PINUELAS, COMMUNITY SERVICES SUPERVISOR 

SUBJECT: GEORGE F CANYON NATURE CENTER - FUTURE FACILITY USE 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION 

OVERVIEW 

A final conceptual design of a new George F Canyon Nature Center was approved by the 
City Council along with architect and environmental impact analysis consultant 
agreements at the July 2021 City Council meeting.  The Park and Activities Commission 
began discussion on possible additional uses for a new Nature Center and should 
continue the discussion for a recommendation to the City Council, which will be reviewed 
as part of an environmental impact study.  

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 

In March 2021, the Park and Activities began the discussion of possible uses for a newly 
built Nature Center, outside of its current use under the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy programming.  Commissioners requested that staff return with additional 
information to help better guide the discussion and ultimate recommendation to the City 
Council.  Future facility use discussion will help to determine environmental impacts, such 
as noise, parking needs, etc. which are currently being assessed by the City’s 
environmental consultant, Michael Baker International. 

As the Commission may recall, the City contracts with the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy (PVPLC) for programming at the existing Nature Center and adjacent 
George F Canyon.  Operations at the Nature Center are proposed to continue in a new 
facility with no immediate modifications.  PVPLC operates the Nature Center on Fridays 
from 12 pm – 4 pm, and Saturdays and Sundays from 10 am – 4 pm; outside of regular 
public hours PVPLC hosts small private gatherings (such as scout education) and school 
field trips. Most activities draw small groups of people, like family units; however, school 
field trips can have up to 70 students (two classrooms with chaperones) transported by 
bus.  Parking occasionally reaches capacity in the Nature Center lot, but is 
accommodated when needed by the additional parking area located at the trailhead on 
PV Drive East.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
(continued) B. Carman
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The site previously housed a community building which was used for small meetings of 
Rolling Hills Estates neighborhood homeowners associations and non-profit 
organizations, such as 4-H.  

Considering the size of the conceptual design of the Nature Center facility and in an effort 
to minimize wider impacts, the Commission requested additional information be reviewed 
as part of the consideration of future uses: 

• Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce input on their uses of facilities

Staff spoke with the PVP Chamber Executive Director, Eileen Hupp, who explained
that the Chamber rents space frequently for meetings and events larger than 10
participants.  They actively rent space for monthly Board meetings, which includes
20 Board members. They also hold educational workshops, seminars, youth and
leadership programs, and candidate forums with groups ranging between 12 – 60
individuals.  Ms. Hupp explained that there are limited facilities to rent on the
Peninsula and the Chamber would be very interested in utilizing the Nature Center
for some activities if available in the future.

• Existing City facility use (Council Chamber)

The City permits organizations of non-profit youth, civic and service organizations
whose general objective is community enrichment or betterment. Additionally, the
Council Chamber has been made available to Rolling Hills Estates homeowners
association groups for their neighborhood meetings

There are specific parameters and conditions set within the application, guidelines
and rules to manage use as seen attached.

• Existing facility use in surrounding cities

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes rents several of its facilities at three primary park
locations for a variety of uses including classes, meetings, special events,
weddings and receptions for parties of 20 to 150 people.

Other items the Commission requested to be considered: 

• No parking impacts to adjacent neighborhood streets
• No increased traffic in the area
• Limit capacity for facility (not to be equal to building capacity)
• Limit sound impacts – no amplified sound outside
• No alcohol
• Community-oriented activities, not private functions

In review of concerns shared by the public and the Commission as well as staff’s 
research, it is recommended that a new Nature Center facility be used only for small 
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gatherings similar to how the City Council Chamber is rented.  Limiting the number of 
people for a gathering provides a level of control to ensure there are minimal impacts to 
the surrounding community. All activities would be required to go through an approval 
process and have conditions set based upon defined terms established by the City 
through the Park and Activities Commission and City Council, as follows: 

• Users:
o Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy under current operating

agreement
o Available to non-profit youth, civic and service organizations whose general

objective is community enrichment or betterment and Rolling Hills Estates
neighborhood associations for neighborhood meetings.
 i.e., 4-H; Chamber of Commerce; Scouts; HOA meetings; etc.

o Available for City programming
 i.e., Recreation classes, City meetings, etc.

• Conditions:
o No Alcohol
o No Amplified music
o Parking limited to available designated spaces; no parking on residential

streets; Currently there are 19-20 parking spaces proposed onsite with an
additional 8-10 spaces on Palos Verdes Drive East at the trailhead to the
Canyon and on street parking is available, but not formally marked to date
on Palos Verdes Drive East, adjacent to the Center.

o Hours restricted to coordinate outside of PVPLC operation hours; no earlier
than 9 am and no later than 8 pm

o Capacity be limited for rentals to not exceed a total of 60 individuals from
the organization renting the space (Nature Center indoor space can
accommodate up to 60 individuals and outdoor space can accommodate
up to 64.)

o Fee structure set with resident/non-resident rates (more research required
to recommend actual fees)

o Deposit would be established and withheld if any conditions are not met
o No more than one organization may use the space at the same time

FISCAL IMPACT 

No fiscal impact as a result of this item at this time. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

The agenda and staff report for this item were posted and noticed as required. There was 
additional outreach to the public by direct e-mail messaging to past public participants. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Park and Activities Commission provide input and a 
recommendation to the City Council on possible future facility uses of a new Nature 
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Center. Upon the Commission’s and Council’s input, this information will be used to 
assess environmental impacts as part of the project planning with staff ultimately returning 
to the Commission and Council with more detailed rental program guidelines and an 
application process. 

Attachment: 
A- City Council Chamber Facility Use Application



ATTACHMENT A
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