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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: JUNE 9, 2026 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: JEANNIE NAUGHTON, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
& PUBLIC WORKS 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 2623 –SUMMARY VACATION OF CERTAIN PUBLIC 
SERVICE EASEMENTS LOCATED AT 4741 SUGARHILL DRIVE 

OVERVIEW 

The following is a request for authorization to summarily vacate three unused public 
service easements at 4741 Sugarhill Drive under the authority of California Streets and 
Highways Code (“S&H Code”) sections 8335 and 8336, by adoption of Resolution No. 
2623. 

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION 

The property owners of 4741 Sugarhill Drive have applied for and were approved to 
construct a new Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) at the rear of their property. As part of 
the process, the property owners had a survey prepared for their property and discovered 
the existence of multiple easements on the property that would conflict with the proposed 
ADU location, including two sewer easements (6 foot wide and 10 foot wide) and an 
access easement (25 foot wide). Tract No. 23223 was recorded on December 19, 1956, 
prior to the City’s incorporation in 1957 and lies along a jurisdictional boundary between 
Rolling Hills Estates and Palos Verdes Estates. 4741 Sugarhill Drive is Lot 11 of Tract 
No. 23223, where the rear property line is also a jurisdictional boundary line. Adjacent to 
the respective jurisdictional/rear property line, is the Palos Verdes Stables, located in the 
City of Palos Verdes Estates. 

All properties on Sugarhill Drive, including 4741 Sugarhill Drive, are connected to a 
sanitary sewer main located in Sugarhill Drive. Staff postulates that the sewer and access 
easements that were included in Tract No. 23223 may have been intended to benefit the 
Palos Verdes Stables, if it had chosen to utilize those sewer easements for connection to 
the main on Sugarhill Drive. The property owners went through extensive research with 
the City’s Engineering team at Willdan and the County Consolidated Sewer Maintenance 
District to confirm that there were no existing sewer lines within the respective easements. 
The City of Palos Verdes Estates further confirmed that the Palos Verdes Stables are 
connected to a sanitary sewer main with the jurisdictional boundaries of Palos Verdes 
Estates. 
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The California Streets and Highways Code (“S&H Code”) section 8300 and following 
permits the vacation of a public service easement under specific conditions, including if 
the easement has not been used for the purpose for which it was dedicated or acquired 
for five consecutive years immediately preceding the proposed vacation and if it is 
determined to be excess by the easement holder and there are no other public utilities 
located within the easement. The easements on 4741 Sugarhill Drive meet the criteria for 
vacation, as the City has no intention of activating these easements for sewer or access 
purposes. S&H Code sections 8335 and 8336 provide that the City Council may 
summarily vacate a public service easement by adopting a resolution of vacation and 
following the procedures outlined in the S&H Code. As a result, staff recommends that 
the City Council approve the authorization to terminate these easements, which will be 
accomplished by the recordation of  Resolution No. 2623 (Attachment A), which will return 
the rights held by the City under the easements back to the current owners of Lot 11 of 
Tract No. 23223 (4741 Sugarhill Drive).   

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

A public hearing notice was published in the newspaper on Thursday, May 28, 2026 as 
required under the S&H Code. Additionally, the agenda and staff report for this item were 
posted and noticed as required.   

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 2623, ordering the summary 
vacation of certain public service easements located at 4741 Sugarhill Drive. 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution No. 2623



RESOLUTION NO.  2623 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROLLING HILLS ESTATES 
ORDERING THE SUMMARY VACATION OF CERTAIN PUBLIC SERVICE EASEMENTS 

LOCATED AT 4741 SUGARHILL DRIVE 

The City Council of the City of Rolling Hills Estates resolves as follows: 

SECTION 1.  Findings.  The City Council finds as follows: 

A. California Streets and Highways Code (“S&H Code”) section 8300 and following
permits the vacation of public service easements under specific conditions. 

B. Under S&H Code section 8333(a), the City has the authority to summarily vacate
a public service easement if the easement has not been used for the purpose for which it was 
dedicated or acquired for five consecutive years immediately preceding the proposed vacation. 
S&H Code section 8333(c) provides that the City may vacate an easement if it is determined to 
be excess by the easement holder and there are no other public utilities located within the 
easement. 

C. S&H Code sections 8335 and 8336 provide that the City Council may summarily
vacate a public service easement by adopting a resolution of vacation and following the 
procedures outlined in the S&H Code. 

D. There is an existing 6’-wide sewer easement, a 10’- wide sewer easement, and a
25'-wide access easement (collectively the “Public Service Easements”) on the subject property 
commonly known as 4741 Sugarhill Drive, which is Lot 11 of Tract Map No. 23223. 

E. The Public Service Easements are described and depicted on the attached
Exhibit A.  

F. The subject property is served by the City’s sewer system from the front of the
parcel and the Public Service Easements are not necessary to serve the parcel or any adjacent 
parcel, and therefore the Public Service Easements are determined to be excess by the City of 
Rolling Hills Estates. 

G. The Public Service Easements have not been used for the purposes for which
they were dedicated or acquired for five consecutive years immediately preceding the proposed 
vacation. 

H. There are no other public utilities located within the Public Service Easements or
that will be affected by the proposed vacation of the Public Service Easements. 

I. The vacation of the Public Service Easements is consistent with the General
Plan in that the subject property is and upon vacation will continue to be properly served by the 
City’s sewer system. 

SECTION 2.  Order of Summary Vacation.  

A. The City Council hereby finds that pursuant to S&H Code section 8333(a), the
Public Service Easements have not been used for the purposes for which they were dedicated 
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or acquired for five consecutive years immediately preceding the proposed vacation, and in 
accordance Section 8333(c), the City Council determines the Public Service Easements to be 
excess.  The Public Service Easements are hereby vacated.   

 
B. From and after the date this Resolution is recorded, the Public Service 

Easements will no longer constitute public easements. 
  
SECTION 3.  Recordation of Resolution.  The City Clerk is directed to certify the 

adoption of this Resolution and pursuant to S&H Code section 8336(a), cause a certified copy of 
this Resolution to be recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Los Angeles County. 
 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED on June 9, 2026. 
 
 
 
             
      FRANK ZERUNYAN, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST:       
 
 
       
LAUREN PETTIT, CITY CLERK 
 



   

 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 2623 was duly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Rolling Hills Estates at a regular meeting held on June 9, 2026, by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN:      __________________________________ 

LAUREN PETTIT, CITY CLERK 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2623 
 
  
Attachment: Exhibit A   
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